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Living KINDLE Practices at the National Youth Gathering
The deeper one digs into the planning, execution, and experience of the 2019 LCMS National
Youth Gathering, the more examples of Christ-like Servant Leadership become increasingly
apparent. In talking with or hearing from those on various planning teams, it is clear that
practices such as Praying Unceasingly, Serving Others, Identifying Common Vision, Promoting
Communication, and Nurturing Collaboration are at the core of their work.
Concepts familiar to the KINDLE Servant Leader have been woven throughout sessions and
interactive experiences by presenters. Adult leaders continue to foster and multiply Christlike Servant Leaders among their youth, using the experience of the Gathering as a catalyst for
conversation and growth.
Held July 11-15, 2019 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the Gathering brought together more than
22,000 students, leaders, planners, and volunteers who were focused on the theme:
Real. Present. God., rooted in Psalm 46.

“Participating in the National Youth Gathering
builds up leaders in every possible way.” Paul White

Paul White

Reflecting on the experience as an adult leader through the lens of
KINDLE Strands and Practices, Director of Christian Education (DCE)
Paul White (2011 Classic KINDLE Associate) noted “Participating in the
National Youth Gathering builds up leaders in every possible way. The
sessions, mass events, and Bible study times provide great opportunities
to grow faith in all participants. The delegation of responsibilities and
sheer number of leadership hours help build up the skills of individuals.
The prerequisite of unity and participating in the week together help
build up your group and makes them work together towards a common
goal for the whole week. And as for health, let’s just say that my watch
counted an all time high score as far as steps in a week.”

DCE Tia Pugh (2011 Classic KINDLE Associate) shared that her experience
as a presenter was an opportunity to help participants recognize and realize
God’s call in their life as His baptized and beloved child. Leading one
session for adult leaders, “Passing on Faith that Dwells”, which focused on
intentionally connecting parents and students in youth ministry, Pugh
emphasized recognizing the call of parents in their child’s faith development
and encouraging partnership thinking when it comes to church and home.
In another session, Pugh encouraged youth in the joy of “being connected to
Tia Pugh
[their] own story and giving them eyes to see how God is working, pointing
them to Jesus,” and how the “miraculous act” of their baptism impacts their “ordinary” life. In doing
so, the focus “jumps outward to witness willingly,” as students recognize “I have this story that God
has given me to share.”
Summarizing the Gathering experience and how the faith of students was cultivated through it,
White noted “What a joy it was each evening to ask around dinner about what they learned and
hear the energy with which summaries and applications were shared.”
See photos of KINDLE interactions throughout the National Youth Gathering

UPCOMING EVENTS
Septemer 16-19, 2019
2019-2021
Classic KINDLE
Learning Event 1
Mundelein, IL
Septemer 16-19, 2019
2019-2021 KINDLE:
Finishing Well
Learning Event 1
Mundelein, IL
Septemer 17-18, 2019
KINDLE Finance
Team Meeting
Mundelein, IL
October 9-11, 2019
KINDLE Exhibit: Best
Practices-Heartland
Carmel, IN
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Rachel & Joel Symmank were a Community Life Builder
and Adult Volunteer, respectively. Joel is the Chaplain for
the 2019-2021 Classic KINDLE & KINDLE: Finishing Well
Learning Cycles beginning this September.
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KINDLE’s NYG Team posed in the frame
with Bill Karpenko, KINDLE’s Founder.
(Left to right: Bill Karpenko, Bob Brantsch, Jeff
Moeller, Michelle Pavasars, Diane Schuessler)
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Jim Bradshaw (middle), a member of KINDLE’s Board, joined Jim
Lohman (right), Associate Director for Servant Events & Gathering
Arrangements, and Jim’s daughter Kayla (left), DCE, in the KINDLE
photo frame. Jim L. is an KINDLE Associate in the upcoming
2019-2021 KINDLE: Finishing Well Learning Cycle.
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Living Legacies Support Upcoming KINDLE Initiatives
KINDLE is looking forward to an exciting year of learning
initiatives. Classic KINDLE and KINDLE: Finishing Well
will welcome new Associates to learning events in September
2019. 2020 will kick off with KINDLE: Couples in
Daytona, Florida in January and KINDLE: Recent Graduates
in February. God has a busy and blessed year planned for the
training teams and participants.
Each year KINDLE is able to make Christ-like Servant
Leadership learning initiatives affordable for participants
through the support of our terrific donors. KINDLE Living
Legacies offer a unique opportunity to recognize and
remember the ongoing legacy of specific Christ-like Servant
Leaders AND to support the fostering and multiplying of new
generations of Christ-like Servant Leaders.

Les & Deborah Stroh

KINDLE is grateful for Christ-like Servant Leaders, Deborah and Les Stroh, and the example they have set
for so many through their ministry callings and their personal gifts of hospitality, creativity, teaching, and
equipping. You can read more of their story, and that of other Living Legacy honorees, on KINDLE’s website.
We appreciate the generous gifts to KINDLE Living Legacies -- $24,067 in the 2018-2019 fiscal year -- that
provide ongoing support for Christ-like Servant Leader Development.

Board of Directors Makes Important Decisions During Spring Meeting
KINDLE’s Board, meeting once again on the lovely campus of University of St. Mary of the Lake, ...
• Adopted a new “Strategy Kernel” that sharpened its training focus to: Be the premier resource
for equipping second chair ministry leaders. Related coherent actions will follow in 2019-2020.
•

Elected two veteran church workers as its newest members: What a joy to welcome Sue von Fange,
Minister of Outreach & Assimilation at Trinity Lutheran in Clinton Township, Michigan, and
Bob Fossum, the recently retired Director of Family Ministry for the Northwest District of the LCMS!
These two individuals are great additions to KINDLE’s 10-member Board of Directors.

•

Welcomed a new Treasurer: Diane Junge now assumes that role for KINDLE. She is a full-time CPA
in the Kansas City area, where she attends Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Leewood, Kansas.

•

• Selected officers for 2019-2020:
President: Mary Stafford-Nunez;
Vice President: Leah Anderson;
and Secretary: Bill Karpenko.
• Celebrated the marvelous tenures
of colleagues David Rahberg
and Carsten Falkenberg, who
served the Board 10 and 7 years,
respectively. Each made many
timely contributions to KINDLE.
The Board and Staff is pictured here with Dave’s gift of a KINDLE flame.
(Left to right: Leah Anderson, Michelle Pavasars, Paul Schneider,
Mary Stafford-Nunez, Sandy Jett, Carsten Falkenberg, Dave Rahberg,
Craig Kaschube, Diane Schuessler, Rick Herman, Bill Karpenko, Jim Bradshaw)

• Identified October 31, 2019 as
KINDLE’s first ever Day of Giving.
Get Ready!

KINDLE
8608 Poplar Bridge Curve
Bloomington, MN 55437
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Fostering & Multiplying
Christ-like Servant Leaders

KINDLE
Karpenko Institute for
Nurturing and Developing
Leadership Excellence
EMAIL
Diane@
KINDLEServantLeaders.org
VOICEMAIL
952-657-5664

FAX
952-657-5214

WEBSITE
KINDLEServantLeaders.org
MISSION
KINDLE fosters and multiplies
Christ-like servant leaders
to enhance the ministry
of congregations, in their
communities and the world

As You Pray For KINDLE ...
• Pray for an a vibrant Learning Event 1 for
2019-2021 Classic KINDLE & KINDLE: Finishing
Well Associates, September 16-20, 2019.
• Pray for lives impacted by summer mission trips.
• Pray for energy for many at the beginning of a
new education year.
• Thank the Lord for new Board members, Bob
Fossum and Sue von Fange.
• Pray for those considering attending KINDLE:
Recent Graduates and KINDLE: Couples.
• Pray for the KINDLE Training Teams members
who have put in countless hours preparing for
the upcoming Learning Cycle.

Registration Open!
2020 KINDLE: Recent Graduates (February 17-20, 2020)
Register by November 1, 2019.
KINDLE: Couples ( January 9-12, 2020)
Register by August 31, 2019 for Early-bird Pricing.
Regular Pricing by November 1, 2019.
KINDLE Initiatives are open to second chair
professional church workers, to help them establish
a Christ-like Servant Leader development process
to enhance the ministry of their congregation
and to support them as they grow personally as
a Christ-like Servant Leader.
More information is available at kindleservantleaders.org.
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