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Cultivating Christ-like Servant Leaders in the Home
Korey Danley, a 2016-2018 Classic KINDLE Associate, recently led the
“Christ-like Servant Leadership in the Home” Gathering during the Adult
Sunday School hour at his congregation, Beautiful Savior Lutheran in Lees
Summit, Missouri.

Korey Danley

With 50 people in attendance, Korey grouped the attendees into like family
systems so that they could bless each other. Korey used Thrivent Action
Team dollars to provide each family with a “Family Five” starter kit. The kits
included prayer dice, a prayer journal, an expo marker, post-it notes, prayer
start ideas, notecards, and a Bible verse discussion ball. These tools will
equip families to continue to cultivate Christ-like Servant Leaders in their
own homes.

Pastor Jon Gruen, pastor at Beautiful Savior,
appreciated this event. He shared, “It was
great to hear practical ideas to encourage
families in talking about faith at home.”

During the Classic KINDLE Learning Cycle,
Associates lead four Christ-like Servant Leader The Danley family used the materials in the Family Five kit
to interact and bless each other.
Gatherings around the topics of Christ-like
Servant Leadership: General, In the Home, In the Workplace, and In the Community. Gatherings
are designed by KINDLE as one way to help Associates and congregations create an environment
that continuously cultivates Christ-like Servant Leaders. A key to such an environment is that
Leaders Gather Together (KINDLE Environmental Key 4).
Servant Leader Gatherings are a powerful way to introduce Christ-like Servant
Leadership into the lives of the God-gifted leaders in one’s congregation. The
gatherings are received with excitement in congregations. They are easy to
lead and they multiply Christ-like Servant Leaders.
Michael Harvey serves as Director of Faith Formation at Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Rochester, Minnesota. He is a 2008 Classic KINDLE Associate and is
an Instructor for the 2016-2018 Classic KINDLE Learning Cycle.

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8

December 31, 2017
Year-end gifts to KINDLE
Jan 29-Feb 1, 2018
2016-2018 Classic KINDLE
Learning Event #4
Mundelein, Illinois
Jan 29-Feb 1, 2018
2016-2018 KINDLE:
Finishing Well
Learning Event #4
Mundelein, Illinois
February 1-2, 2018
KINDLE Operations
Council Meeting
Mundelein, Illinois

Christ-like Servant Leadership is inspirational!
The school’s Parent Teacher Organization
went on to invite Korey to share the gathering
at the school’s parent faith enrichment night
in October. Korey was excited to share about
Christ-like Servant Leadership and bless them
with “Family Five” kits as well.

… the attitude of Christ ... the form of a servant

ANTICIPATED DATES:

... preparing God’s people for works of service
EPHESIANS 4:11-12

Life
Building a Christ-like Servant Leader Foundation
In September, 12 KINDLE: Recent Graduate participants gathered with their training team for a “taste of KINDLE.”
They were introduced to the concept of Christ-like Servant Leadership and KINDLE Strands, with a strong focus on
the Cultivating Faith and Cultivating Health practices and outcomes.
KINDLE’s practice of worship and taking the
time to embrace Sabbath Living was
particularly appreciated by one participant,
who said:
“As a Director of Christian Education, I always
appreciate the opportunity to worship without
distractions and I really enjoyed the KINDLE
worship times. They actually left me wanting
to worship longer.”

The 2018 KINDLE: Recent Graduates and Training Team benefited from
interacting and supporting one another during the event in September.

Participants in KINDLE: Recent Graduates
enjoyed intentional times when they shared a
meal with KINDLE: Finishing Well and Classic
KINDLE Associates, who were attending Learning Event 3 during the week. They were able
to “pick the brains” of those who have been in
the field and to hear of experiences to assure
them that they are not alone in the ministry
struggles that often appear in the early years.

A new rotation module allowed participants to ask specific questions in the areas of optimizing finances,
cultivating student leaders, cultivating volunteers, and managing anxiety. During this time, they received practical
applications of the KINDLE strands into ministry situations.
At the end of the week, participants were asked what was most helpful. Responses included:
“To be able to receive help and support for specific challenges that we face early in one’s ministry. To hear that we
are not alone in those challenges and that things do get better and you do figure things out. To be poured into so I
can continue to pour into others.”
“The constant reminders of taking care of myself physically, emotionally, relationally, and spiritually. Ministry
burnout is a real thing. Ministry is a marathon and not a sprint.”
“I think KINDLE does a fantastic job of emphasizing the importance and benefit of having people to talk to for
accountability and support. I learned the most about building up congregational volunteers.”
When asked if they would recommend KINDLE: Recent Graduates to someone, Beth Stephens
replied, “You are given quality tools that are easily applied into ministry. You get the time and
energy of seasoned ministry people who relate to what you are going through. You get four
days to evaluate, grow, and rest. There are so many benefits of KINDLE: Recent Graduates, I
don’t understand why someone would say no to this opportunity.”
Do you know someone in the first four years of their ministry who would
benefit KINDLE: Recent Graduates? Share the opportunity with them
and encourage them to apply for the next learning event coming in
September 2018!

Beth Stephens

Christine Eid is Director of Children’s Ministries at Cross View Lutheran Church in Edina, Minnesota.
She is a 2008 Classic KINDLE Associate and is Dean of the next KINDLE: Recent Graduates event in
September 2018.

KINDLE Board of Directors Meet at Lovely Minnesota Retreat Center
The KINDLE Board of Directors gathered in Farmington, Minnesota, at the Mt. Olivet Retreat
Center from October 18-19 for their Fall 2017 meeting.
During their time together ...
• Michelle Pavasars was installed as KINDLE’s Executive Director.
• The Board engaged in a dialogue with KINDLE’s long-time financial advisor, David Sorenson.
• The review of KINDLE’s 2016-17 financial statements by Swink, Smith, and Coplan
was received.
• The Board created a plan to address KINDLE’s financial forecast for the 2018-19 fiscal year.
• Select aspects of KINDLE’s Policy Manual were reviewed and updated.
Prior to the Board of Directors’ meeting, KINDLE’s Advancement and Development Teams
held a joint strategy session at Mt. Olivet, focused on the potential implications and impact
of KINDLE’s intention to bring a part-time Director of Advancement onto its staff.

Michelle Pavasars was
installed as Executive
Director at the meeting.

Living Legacy Focus: William Ameiss and Celeste & Jack Giles Family
On July 9, Bill Ameiss and Celeste Giles (in honor of her late
husband, Jack Giles) received KINDLE flames in a presentation at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle, Illinois.
Bill Ameiss has served on the KINDLE Board of Directors and has
also been an evaluator for Classic KINDLE. He has faithfully served
as a pastor in Alabama and Illinois as well as serving as the Northern
Illinois District’s Youth Executive and President.
Jack Giles served as a Director of Christian Education for over 40
years. Jack was one of the founding members on the KINDLE Board,
its first president, and served as Dean and as an Instructor for
Classic KINDLE and KINDLE: Finishing Well.
Celeste Giles (left) and Bill Ameiss (right) are
shown here with
Pastor Nick Price of Trinity, Lisle.

Celeste and Bill continue to exemplify Christian service. Their small
group was actually serving in the church’s cafe the morning they
received the award.

KINDLE’s learning initiatives are supported through income provided from 13 KINDLE Living Legacies. A Living
Legacy honors or remembers someone who has exemplified Christ-like Servant Leadership. We appreciate the
initial gifts and ongoing support of Living Legacies that make the mission and ministry of KINDLE possible. You
may learn more about all 13 Living Legacies at kindleservantleaders.org.
All gifts are valuable to KINDLE and deeply appreciated.

Register Online for KINDLE Initiatives
Do you know someone who you could encourage to participate in a KINDLE initiative?
2018-2020 Classic KINDLE, 2018-2020 KINDLE: Finishing Well, and 2018 KINDLE: Recent Graduates are open to
non-ordained professional church workers, to help them establish a Christ-like Servant Leader development process to
enhance the ministry of their congregation and to support them as they grow personally as a Christ-like Servant Leader.

Classic KINDLE welcomes those with five or more years of ministry experience. KINDLE: Finishing Well has a special
focus for those over age 50 with at least ten years of ministry experience. KINDLE: Recent Graduates is for those in the
first four years of ministry. More information is available at kindleservantleaders.org.
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Please Pray For:

• The search for a part-time Director of Advancement to
support KINDLE’s ongoing and future efforts to build
financial support for KINDLE’s vision and mission.
• 12 KINDLE: Recent Graduates as they apply what they have
learned about living as Christ-like Servant Leaders.
• 18 2016-2018 Classic KINDLE Associates as they lead
the KINDLE Christ-like Servant Leaders in the Workplace
Gathering in their congregations this fall and winter.
• 15 KINDLE: Finishing Well Associates as they continue
to develop an environment that values, develops, and
deploys Christ-like Servant Leaders in their ministry
areas and congregations.

Please Give Thanks For:

• For 2017 year-end gifts that are vital to KINDLE’s continued
ministry efforts.
• For Christine Eid, Michael Harvey, and Cori Woltmann and their
service on the KINDLE Life Editorial Committee.
• For the KINDLE Board members and KINDLE Associates who
share the KINDLE story in their communities.
• For the support of many congregations who engage with
KINDLE’s Christ-like Servant Leader opportunities.
• For the blessing of being a Baptized and Beloved Child of God.
• For the diligent work of the KINDLE Recruitment Team in
reaching out to potential KINDLE Associates and participants.

• Joy and energy for KINDLE families as they enter the
seasons of Advent and Christmas.
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